
THE TWELVE LEADERS OF QURAISH
CALIPHS WHO TOOK THE RIGHT WAY

ABU BAKR
632–634

Caliphal Rule of 2 years
Title of As-Siddiq

│
UMAR BIN AL-KHATTAB

634-644
Caliphal Rule of 10 years

Title of Al-Faruq
│

UTHMAN AL-AFFAN
644-656

Caliphal Rule of 12 years
Title of Al-Ghani

│
ALI BIN ABI TALIB

656-661
Caliph Rule of 5 years
Title of Al-Murtadha

_______________________________________________________________________
│

INFLUENCERS
│

POLITICAL CALIPH 
│

SPIRITUAL IMAMS

│
MU’AWIYA

661-680
Political Caliph of 18 years

First King of Islam

│
HASSAN
661-669

Caliph ½ year & Imam 8 years
Fifth Caliph relinquishes right

                          

-----------------------------------
Rival Caliph

Abdullah bin Zubayr
                              680-692

Control over Hijaz

│
YAZID
680-683

Political caliph for 3 years
First dynasty heir

-----------------------------------
Brief Caliphal Reign

Mu’awiya II
683-684

Marwan ibn Al-Hakim
684-685

│
HUSSEIN

669-680
Imam for 11 years

Co-Leader of Youth of Paradise
-----------------------------------

Political Alawi Claim
Muhammad ibn Hanafiyyah

686-700
Uprising in Kufa

-----------------------------------
Rival Caliph

Abdullah bin Zubayr
680-692

Control over Hijaz ends

│
ABD AL-MALIK IBN MARWAN 

685-705
Political caliph for 20 years

Builds the Dome of the Rock.

│
ZAIN AL-ABEDIN 

680-713
Imam for 33 years

Title of Zain al-Abedin

-----------------------------------
Renewer

Umar ibn Abdul-Aziz 
712-720

Political Caliph for 3 years
Descendant of Caliph Umar

│
IBN AL-WALID 

705-715
Political Caliph for 10 years

│
SULAYMAN

 715-717
Political Caliph for 2 years

│
YAZID
717-724

Political Caliph for 7 years
│

HISHAM
724-743

Political Caliph for 19 years

│
MUHAMMAD AL-BAQIR

713-743
Imam for 30 years
Title of Al-Baqir

-----------------------------------
Political Alawi Claim

Zaid ibn Zain al-Abedin
695-740

Leads Zaidi uprising against HISHAM



-----------------------------------
Caliphal Rival

Abdul Rahman I
755-788

Governs in Al-Andalus, Spain

│
WALID IBN YAZID

743-744
Political Caliph for 1 year

Last of 12 Political Caliphs
│

Yazid III ibn Al-Walid, 
Ibrahim ibn Al-Walid

744-744
│

Marwan II ibn Muhammad
744-750

Last Umayyad Caliph
│

-----------------------------------
New Dynasty of Abbasids

As-Saffāh
750-754

Political Caliph for  4 years
First Abbasid Caliph 

│
JAFAR AL-SADDIQ  

740-765
Imam for 25 years
Title of Al-Saddiq

-----------------------------------
Political Alawi Claim

Muhammad An-Nafs Az-Zakiyya 
762.

Leads uprising against al-Mansur.

│
Al-Mansur 

755-775
Political Caliph for 20 years

│
Al-Mahdi
775-785

Political Caliph for 10 years
│

Al-Hadi
785-786

│
MUSA AL-KAZIM

765-799
Imam for 34 years
Title of Al-Kazim

│
Harun al-Rashid

786-809
Political Caliph for 25 years

│
Al-Amin 
809-813

Political Caliph for 4 years
│

Al-Ma'mun
813-833

Political Caliph for 20 years

│
ALI AL-RIDA

799-818
Imam for 19 years
Title of Al-Rida

Al-Mamun’s heir apparent, but dies

THERE WILL BE 12 MUSLIM LEADERS - ALL OF THEM WILL BE FROM QURAISH 

THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD
(BUKHARI)

 All Capitalised names refer to either the 4 Caliphs who took The Right Way, the 7 Spiritual Imams or 8 
Political Caliphs

 The Best Muslims were the Caliphs who took The Right Way and the Spiritual Imams
 Spiritual and political leadership in one Muslim was present in the Caliphs who took the Right way and 

then split
 The appointment of the Spiritual Imam Ali as the heir apparent to Al-Ma’mun was the last opportunity 

in past history for the highest spiritual and political power to be combined in one Muslim
 Spiritual Imams are all direct descendants of the Prophet and Ali ibn Abi Talib
 Spiritual Imamate held by 8
 Political Caliphate held by 21
 Alawi uprisings are 3 
 For each Spiritual Imam, there were three Political Leaders
 Renewer of the First Islamic Century was Umar ibn Abdul-Aziz


